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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (10/1/11):

"Satire is rarely moving. And A Handbook of American Prayer is. Shepard views all his characters’ foibles and weaknesses and stupidity with an utterly clear eye and a consistently forgiving heart.” 


– Russell Banks, author of The Lost Memory of Skin, from the Introduction

A Handbook of American Prayer

A powerful (and free) novel by Lucius Shepard

Dark Satirical Novel From A Legendary Writer EXPLORES the Holy Trinity of Religion, Fame, and Money. 

A HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN PRAYER, Lucius Shepard’s first novel with the Concord Free Press, comes at a time when prayer is in the air—when prayer breakfasts are accepted as viable political events. In his fascinating, hilarious, and disturbing novel, Shepard examines the power of prayer in a way no minister ever expected. Wardlin Stuart, ex-bartender and murderer, stumbles across a way of praying that actually works. Calling it prayerstyle, Stuart becomes a cult hero with millions of followers. But he can’t bring himself to take advantage of his newfound fame and riches—or escape them. Then the mysterious Lord of Loneliness creeps in with plans of his own. Resonating with the best of Nathanael West, Herman Melville, and David Foster Wallace, A HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN PRAYER is a profound, moving novel lit by the sputtering spotlight of fame.
A Handbook of American PRayer is the sixth book from the renegade CONCORD FREE PRESS, which publishes novels and gives them away for free, asking that readers make a voluntary donation to a local charity or individual in need. Its first five books have already generated more than $227,000 in donations to diverse causes and individuals in need throughout the world. This sixth book will push the total donations over the $1/4 million milestone. The press is making waves in the publishing industry with its unique, generosity-based publishing model, while inspiring praise from writers and readers for its radical rethinking of what a book can be. 
Lucius Shepard is the author of dozens of novels, short-story collections, and other works crossing an impressive range of genres, from fantasy to horror to mainstream thrillers. Popular in Europe, Shepard received the prestigious Gran Prix de L’Imaginaire in France. Although A HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN PRAYER had a brief life in a small press edition several years ago, Shepard chose to publish a new edition (now featuring an introduction by novelist Russell Banks) with the Concord Free Press. “The Concord Free Press offers me a chance to have A HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN PRAYER read by thousands of new readers throughout the world,” he says. “And I like that the CFP is allied with charity and generosity.”

Beginning on October 24, 2011, the Concord Free Press will distribute all 3,000 trade paperback copies of A HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN PRAYER—for free—through its network of independent bookstores and requests via its web site. Readers chart their donations on the Concord Free Press site, then pass the book on. 
ABOUT THE CONCORD FREE PRESS

Founded in 2008, the Concord Free Press (www.concordfreepress.com) is a non-profit foundation dedicated to pushing the boundaries of publishing. This author-led, all-volunteer effort has attracted thousands of supporters from around the world. Its Advisory Board includes Megan Abbott, Russell Banks, Gregory Maguire, Stephen McCauley, Joyce Carol Oates, Tom Perrotta, Francine Prose, and others. In 2011, the CFP founded the Concord ePress, its ebook division.

"An innovative publishing effort that one-ups Abbie Hoffman's yippie manifesto, Steal This Book." – Washington Post

 “A grand experiment in subversive altruism.”
– ForeWord Magazine

“The most revolutionary publisher on the planet.”

– Scott Pack

